Date:
Meeting:
Chair:
Secretary:
Attendees:
Absent:
Guests:
Excused:

January 10, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, David McArthur, Tammy Morell, Joe Morell, Albert Lemke Jr.

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of December 2018 meeting were presented. Motion to approve the
minutes as written by Al; Seconded by Tammy .
Financial reports for December 17 were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve
by Al ; Second by Dave .
The bills were presented by Carrie. Dave made a motion to pay the bills as
presented, seconded by Albert.
Joe verbalized that he was upset that a liquor inspection was done by Carrie after
he took over as the zoning person. Carrie explained to him that it was not done
maliciously, it was simply to transition it to him without needing to do an urgent
inspection and apologized. Joe stated he felt that the board needed to address the
issue. Ed stated that the board has not had a lot of training and we do make
mistakes and the important part is to learn from it and to move on.

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning

Old Business:
Roads
Electric Agreement

Solar Ordinance
Open Meeting

Brine contract was presented by Albert and reviewed by the board. Motion to
approve contract made by Albert, seconded by David.
Albert reviewed the agreement from Thumb Electric. According to Walt Salens
the agreement needs to be completed in order for Thumb Electric to provide
services in our township. Albert made a motion to approve the contract and David
seconded.
Reviewed. Motion to sign the solar ordinance made by Carrie, seconded by
Albert.
Open meeting must be held for the community to review the zoning. After
discussion it was decided to hold the meeting on February 27, 2018.

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried

No action indicated.

Motion unanimously carried.

Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried.
Carrie will email Walt and have
him post the meeting notice in
the paper
1

Uncollected taxes
PA 116
Hall

Cemetery

Ed will write a certified letter to the Bocks regarding the amounts missing and
request that they respond.
Two applications from Rene Decker given to Ed. Carrie relayed we had to send
this to the conservation district first and then bring it back to the board for review.
Carrie mentioned that the treasurer said sometimes they hear about repossessed
homes and one of the other townships purchased one and remodeled it for their
hall. This may be a cheaper route to updating the hall. Ed stated he saw one that
had been lifted and put on a cement foundation and a front entrance that you could
heat and have rest rooms. It was decided that it would be fine to have the county
treasurer keep an eye open and let us know.
Carrie reported she thinks she has someone that has information on our cemetery.

Ed to write letter to the Bocks
regarding taxes.
Carrie will process PA 116.

Next meeting will be held on February 18, 2018 7 pm

Adjourn at 20:25

Keep discussion open regarding
the update of the hall.
Carrie will report when we have
it.
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March 14, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr.

David McArthur,

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of January meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by Albert, seconded by David.
Financial reports for January were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve by
Albert, seconded by David.
The bills were presented by Carrie. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by
Albert, seconded by David.
Motion made by Ed to pay 150.00 to her for helping with quickbooks, seconded
by David.

Financial Report
Bills
Payment to Bernadette Cain
for helping with Quick
books
Zoning

Old Business:
Roads

Uncollected Taxes
PA116 Rene Dekker section
4
PA116 Rene Dekker section
6
Taxes

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried.

Joe reported that he had a couple of phone calls and questions as well as Ed is going to take a photo of the
complaints about the Gracey property. Joe stated that he does not have any property and send it to Walt for a
performance bonds to return at this time.
letter to be done.
Ed stated that the county will not give us a gravel patch contract yet. Albert stated
he would like to get the gravel down by July. Albert will get some additional
information regarding gravel patch for the next meeting.
Ed sent the letter to the Bocks that was approved
Motion to approve made by Carrie, seconded by Ed.

Albert will get more information
Motion unanimously carried
Carrie will process approved PA
116.

The PA 116 does not meet criteria and is not approved by the board based upon a
rejection by the conservation district.
th0 1-4 and 6-9

th

Ed stated that the board of review is scheduled for the 12
and 13 9 to
12 and 1-4 of March. Times are printed on the assessment notices. Ed also states
that we must have a poverty exemption guideline for property taxes. David

Motion unanimously carried.
Roll call vote: Aye: Albert; Aye:
Aye: David; Aye: Tammy; Aye:
Carrie; Aye: Ed . Motion
1

unanimously carried.

Budget Meeting

drafted one for our review and approval. Motion to approve the guideline as
presented made by Ed, seconded by David.
March 14, 2018 at 6:30 pm to 6:45 pm.

Truth in Taxation

March 14, 2018 at 6:45 pm to 7:00 pm.

Carrie will advertise.

Next meeting will be held on March 14, 2018 7 pm

Adjourn at 19:45 pm

Carrie will advertise
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March 14, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr.
Sherrif Biniecki
David McArthur, Joe Morell

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Guest Sheriff Biniecki

Bills

Provided an overview of the crimes in our township with a printout available for
review. He also stated that part of their review included serious accidents by
location and no place in Austin Township hit the top twenty list. The Sheriff
provided an overview of county wide statistics and indicated that there is a report
that has been posted online that provides some statistics county wide if anyone is
interested in reviewing this data. Central dispatch was able to tie into a system out
of Midland that now allows officers to be able to locate each other all the way to
Midland. Heroin and Methamphetamine use are up according to the Sheriff’s
report. The budget for the jail was in the black last year. Ed reviewed with the
Sheriff the issues the township has had contacting the prior treasurer regarding
audit discrepancies and missing funds. The Sheriff advised the board that going
through the civil process was good idea.
The minutes for the February 2018 meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve
made by Albert, seconded by Ed.
The financial report for February 2018 was presented. Motion to approve made by
Albert, seconded by Ed.
The bills were presented. Motion to approve made by Ed, seconded by Albert.

Next Month’s Meeting

Move to the third Wednesday of April 18, 2018 due to vacations

Letter to the Bocks

Ed will talk with Walt Salens regarding the Bock letter that was sent certified that
was never picked up.
Ed to speak with the attorney.

Minutes
Financial Report

Old Business:
Roads

ACTION
No action indicated.

Questions were asked and
answered.

Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried

We will defer gravel patch contract to next meeting as we do not have one yet. Ed
1

stated that some of the gravel roads have soft spots in them. Ed wondered about
burying crushed cement in some of the roads that have these soft spots. Carrie
wondered about the cost of doing this. Albert will get a quote for the next
meeting. Albert wondered about doing a double brine this year and that would
result in a second grading by the county.
Next meeting will be held on April 18, 2018 7 pm

Albert will get more information
on the cost of the cement.

Adjourn at 20:25 pm
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April 18, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr.; David McArthur
Steve Briolat; Greg Franzel; Dale Stoliker

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

ACTION
No action indicated.

Truth in Taxation minutes

The minutes from the truth in taxation were reviewed motion to approve made by
Ed, seconded by Tammy.
The minutes from the budget meeting were reviewed motion to approve made by
Ed, seconded by Tammy.
The minutes for the March 2018 meeting were reviewed motion to approve made
by Albert, seconded by David.
The financial report was presented by Tammy. Motion to approve by David,
seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented by Carrie. Motion to approve the bills made by Albert,
seconded by David.
Ed presented a check from the Bocks that was received as payment in full for the
funds that were listed as missing they paid it to Walt Salens but the check is not
signed from Walt Salens.
Joe presented a permit for Alan Peruski for a land permit and performance bond.
Carrie relayed a PA 116 from Volmerings that was received and she sent to soil
conservation for their input on the application.
Tammy stated that the contact from John Hancock Kim Fooey told her that we
send her information that is on the calendar year and it is supposed to be on the
fiscal year. She stated that we are legally bound to add Joe to our pension plan
and that we will be fined if we do not do that. She will contact them and obtain a
corrected bill. Carrie stated that every year John Hancock is supposed to send a
quarterly inquiry to be completed to ascertain the bill for the pension fund. We
missed two years after Tammy left because we did not receive any paperwork.
Carrie said when she does the annual paperwork for the IRS she began sending the

Motion Unanimously Carried.

Budget meeting minutes
Minutes
Financial Report
Bills
Bocks

Zoning

Pension Plan

Motion Unanimously Carried.

Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
Tammy will take the check to the
office to have it signed.

Await return of the data from the
soil conservation office.
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numbers to Burnham and Flower so we did not get behind again and Kim has Tammy to contact John
never said there was an issue with it including when she was here to answer Hancock.
questions a couple of years ago. If there was an issue with the data, why do they
not say that instead of just sending the invoice as we pay them an administrative
fee. Rather than asking if we were adding Joe, why did they not tell Carrie that we
were legally bound to add Joe. Ed stated that now we know it is wrong we need to
fix it.
Old Business:
Roads

Dale Stoliker Road
Commission

Discussion regarding the roads. Albert stated that Argyle township contacted him
and want to share the cost of doing the last 2 miles of Robinson road, M19 to the
East one mile and Wheeler road 1 mile to the West. Ed asked if we are going to
change were we get gravel from this year. There was discussion regarding this.
Ed asked again about the crushed concrete. Albert stated that Cliff Messing has
concrete and someone else thought that Gentner has concrete. Steve Briolat
thought there might be some material if the county redoes M19.
Dale brought pricing for concrete Messings 12.26 a ton; he stated that today the
Sanilac County board discussed changing the cost share to 25 percent but the
motion was not made today. If it goes through the price per ton for the concrete
will be 11.07 per ton. There is some discussion about adding some more cost
share items on roads. Cost to bury the concrete will not cost any additional than
the price per ton. He stated each mile would likely need about 400 ton. They
would trench it down the center. It will be about 11 feet wide. Down Argyle road
they put limestone. Evergreen township is now using 1500 ton crushed concrete
with 1500 ton of limestone on top and it is holding up well. Current cost share for
Holbrook pit is 8.69 and it will decrease to 7.85. Albert stated we are not happy
with the gravel from the Holbrook pit. Dale stated that it has about 9 percent clay
which is sloppy when wet but stays good in the dry weather. Ed asked what other
options we have locally Dale stated Krause pit off of Argyle road and Wheeler and
next cheapest is Gentner pit on 53 just outside of the county. Ed asked where Dale
recommended to get away from the clay and he said Krause pit. Cost out of
Krause pit is 8.25 per ton at the 25 percent cost share. Mr. Briolat asked about the
Albrecht pit. Dale said he does not really make gravel for Sanilac County. The
County has pre-bought crushed concrete. Ed suggested we try out of the Krause pit
and Dale stated if we start with it and it is something we do not like he will move
to a different pit.
Ed told Dale that Cass City road is a little slimy. Dale stated that they would put
2

Steve Briolat

Albert
Road

crushed concrete in to some of the soft spots. Dale stated that they would keep
working it. Ed stated that we have averaged about 40,000 a year on our roads and
they are still rough. Ed stated the county is not working the roads enough. Ed told
Dale he would rather see more county presence on the roads then giving us a
better cost share. Steve Briolat stated that we only really see the grater just before
we brine. Dale stated he is going to try something different this year and schedule
guys in certain locations instead of letting the foreman pick where they go. Ed
asked if there is any advantage to paying for a second brine pass and Dale stated
that they will do more grating if we do more brine. Dale stated that if we brine
twice it makes it easier for him. He said that Watertown actually brines 3 x. Ed
asked Albert if we have a cost on the second brine. Albert states they give us a
price break on the second pass but he will get the price. There was discussion
regarding some of the roads that do not get as much traffic may not need the
second pass of brine. Albert will get quotes for double pass for 75 percent of the
roads and quote for single pass on the second brining. Steve Briolat talked about
the condition of Bad Axe Road. Albert told him the difficulty is that it is a cost
share with Greenleaf and they have no money to cost share it. Ed proposed a
gravel patch contract be signed out of Krauses pit to use 44000 dollars out of our
gravel fund and a contract for a mile of crushed concrete on the first mile of
cumber to the east at 600 ton. Dale will have the county secretary email Albert the
contracts for this. There was discussion regarding grading to the edge of the road.
Dale stated that they are gradually working on this.
Suggested digging the ditches on Wheeler Road and then graveling the road. He
asked for it to be done in November or December so it would not disrupt the
farming. There are some dead Elms that need to be addressed along the road.
Dale stated that he will throw that idea out there.
Albert stated that Wheeler road by Huron Line west side is holding water. Steve
stated this will be addressed by a new property owner.
Ed stated that just past Charles Rupperts place on Wheeler road there is a bad soft
spot and he asked the county to take a look and see what could be done to address
it.

Albert will obtain quotes for the
brine. County will email
contracts for the gravel and
concrete as discussed.
Dale to get back to the township
regarding this.

Motion unanimously carried.
The county will take a look at
this area.
:

Next meeting will be held on May 9, 2018 7 pm

Adjourn at 8:30 pm
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Chair:
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Excused:

May 9, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of April meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by Albert, seconded by David
Financial reports for April were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve by
David, seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented by Carrie. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by
Albert, seconded by Tammy
Ed asked if Walt signed the check and Tammy stated it was deposited

Financial Report
Bills
Back tax check
Zoning
Old Business:
Roads

Road Millages
Brine

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
No action indicated.

No new permits. Joes stated that there was a land dispute regarding a property line No action indicated
and Ed stated that the township does not get into these disputes.
Road Contracts Ed stated we have a contract for a mile of crushed concrete at 600
ton from the Robinson pit at 10.65 per ton this reflects cost share with the road
commission to put on Cumber road to the East. Motion to approve made by
Carrie, seconded by Albert.
Ed reviewed a gravel patch contract for this year which reflects the cost share,
roads to be defined, 5300 ton of gravel. Motion to approve made by David,
seconded by Albert. There was discussion regarding which roads to do. Albert
will review the past gravel maps and bring to next meeting recommendation for
use of gravel.
Carrie presented the proposed ballots for the road and gravel millages and made a
motion to renew the millages on the November ballot. Seconded by Albert.
Albert stated that if we wish to do second pass of brine Wilkinsons will give us the
same price for the second pass. Albert stated if we want to do it we just let them

Motions unanimously carried.
Albert to check roads and bring
recommendation to next
meeting.
Motion unanimously carried.

1

Board of Review Resolution
March

know and they will bill us direct. Albert will check about eliminating roads that
are brined by other townships. This would decrease the amount needed by about 8
miles.
Ed explained the resolution. If the owner does not submit their paperwork within
thirty days technically the property owner should be fined. Ed proposes we waive
this fine. Motion to approve the resolution made by Ed Sadro, supported by David
McArthur.
Alternative meeting dates resolution presented by Ed Sadro, supported by David
McArthur.

Board of Review July 17th

Ed stated that Lee Langenburg did not file homestead exemption

Albert will check on the roads
done by other townships.
Roll Call Vote:
Tammy Yeah, Carrie Yeah,
Albert Yeah, David Yeah, Ed
Yeah. Resolution.
Roll Call Vote:
Tammy Yeah, Carrie Yeah,
Albert Yeah, David Yeah, Ed
Yeah. Resolution.
No action indicated.

Education

June 6 Ed will be attending a class.

No action indicated.

MTA Class

David stated that they are offering a class on the topic of cemeteries. He is
considering attending to assist us with the rules regarding cemeteries.

No action indicated.

Next meeting will be held on June 13,2018

Adjourn at 19:50 pm

Authorizing waiving of
property transfer penalty
levy
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June 13, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of May meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as written
by Albert, David.
Financial reports for May were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve by Ed,
seconded by Carrie.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by David,
seconded by Albert.
Joe reported that Phil Rohrer obtained a permit for another porch.

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning
Planning Commission

Old Business:
Roads

Audit

Election

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
No action indicated

Albert reported they are working on wind zoning. They are hoping to have
everything completed by December of 2018. Ed and Carrie reported that they had
received a letter regarding Cypress Creek Solar Farm.
No action indicated.
Nothing has been done on the roads, Ed contacted the road commission today
regarding brine. Carrie reported that Cass City road near Wheeler still has a soft
spot and the county had promised if we paid them in full they would take care of
that issue in the spring. Albert asked the county what was going on with Gravel
and the county thought perhaps in two weeks. Albert asked Dale about ditching
and we have not gotten anything. Albert will contact the county for gravel patch
guidance with a map.
Carrie presented paperwork from Anderson Tuckey Bernhardt and Doran for the
annual audit. Motion to approve having them perform the audit by Carrie,
seconded by Albert.
Carrie presented the following election inspectors for the August election: April
Osentoski, Tricia Langley, Greg Franzel, Lisa Briolat, Angela McArthur Len

Albert will follow up with Mark
Bye.

Motion unanimously carried.

1

Schumaker. Motion to approve by Albert, seconded by David.
PA116

Test Ballots for Election
Treasurer computer

Cemetery

Carrie reported that we had approval from the Conservation district for the PA116
for William and Gayle and Ashley Volmering and Ed made a motion to approve
the PA116. Seconded by Albert.
Carrie reported preprinted test ballots are being recommended from the county.
Ed made a motion to purchase them and seconded by Albert.
Tammy reported that her computer is still not working well it is slow and
continuously has issues. It is not under warranty. Carrie made a motion to allow
the treasurer to purchase new computer at her discretion.
David stated that his father in law would like to be buried in the cemetery. The
adjacent land is owned by Dave Walsh. David would like the township to
approach Dave Walsh to ask if he would consider selling some additional land to
the township. Carrie suggested that we contact MTA for guidance regarding the
cemetery.
Next meeting will be held on July 11, 2018

Motion unanimously carried.

Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried.
If computer is not fixable
Tammy will need to get a new
one.
David will contact MTA to see if
they can provide any guidance
and will reach out to Dave
Walsh.
Adjourn at 20:05 pm
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July 11, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur
Joe Morell
Ron Melnik

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:05 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of June meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as written
by Albert, seconded by David.
Financial reports for June were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve Carrie
seconded by David.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by David,
seconded by Albert.
Tammy reported in Joe’s absence a permit for Bob Briolat. Tammy reported that
Joe issued a ticket to Don Gracey for blight.
Nothing new to report

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning
Planning Commission
Old Business:
Roads

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
No action indicated
No action indicated.

Ed stated he had driven down Cumber road after the crushed cement was placed
and it does not look good. There is a huge lump in the center and holes remain.
Albert stated the county has not put on gravel yet. Albert stated that the soft spot
on Cass City road was filled with crushed stone and looks a lot better. Albert rode
with the county and picked out roads for gravel. Two miles of Robinson road one
mile to the east of 19 and a second mile west of 19. One mile of Cass City road
from Frieberger to the East. Charleston road. One mile of Cumber Road to the
West of Wheeler road. One mile of Cumber to the east of 19. One mile of
Patterson road between Robinson and Cass City road. One mile of Holbrook road
between Wheeler and Bad Axe Road. One mile of Wheeler road from Bay City
Forestville road to Huron Line road. One mile of Frieberger from Bay City
Forestville to Huron line road. Tyre road from Bay City Forestville road to Huron. Gravel will be done on these
Line road. We will decide which roads get a second pass by next meeting.
roads.
1

Audit

Election

Ron Melnik

Treasurer Computer
Ditching
Cemetery
Brush Spray Contract
Hall

Carrie reported that Angie at ATBD confirmed the first week of August for the
audit and wants all the material there before she starts, if she has a chance she will
start it early.
Carrie reported a lot of changes with the election and she has been to several
trainings and hopes all goes well with the election with all of the changes there is
additional training on Tuesday. Motion for receiving Board members wi be Lisa
Briolat and Len Schumacher made by Carrie seconded by Ed.
Attended the meeting to ask about the zoning regulations for a “floater” building
stating that he is in a property dispute with his neighbor over set backs and
property lines. He also wanted to know about a privacy fence. He is having a
surveyor come out tomorrow. He also had questions regarding junk vehicles in
the yard. He states that there are 3 parked cars out back of the neighbors shed that
are not plated and he would like to make a blight complaint.
Tammy stated she is still having issues but B S and A said as long as she does a
back up she should be fine so she is going to hold off on a new computer
Albert stated that ditching Wheeler road from Cumber to Spencer would be
approx. $10,500 with culverts being extra at the responsibility of the home owner.
Dave has not had an opportunity to do any follow up on the cemetery.
Ed reviewed the contract which is cost shared 1500 each. Motion to approve
made by Albert, seconded by David.
Carrie requested permission to purchase inexpensive blinds for the windows to
help with the heat. All agreed to allow the purchase.
Next meeting will be held on August 8, 2018

Carrie and Tammy to get info to
the Auditor, Ed will deliver if
needed.

Motion unanimously carried.
His questions were answered
with regard to the zoning
regulations.

No action indicated.

Dave will follow up on
cemetery.
Motion unanimously carried.

Motion unanimously carried
Adjourn at 19:45 pm
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August 8, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur
Mike Macintosh

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Zoning

Minutes of July meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as written
by Albert, seconded by Tammy.
Financial reports for July were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve by David,
seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by Ed,
seconded by Albert.
Joe reported that he issued one permit to Vandriessche for a cold storage building.

Planning Commission

Albert reported nothing new.

Financial Report
Bills

Old Business:
Ditching

Audit

Ed reported it will cost 10,500 dollars plus culverts for the county to ditch
Wheeler road however the county did not send a plan that states what they are
planning to do.
Discussion regarding brine. Albert stated that we brined all of the shared roads
this year already so the shared roads should be taken care of by those townships.
Discussion regarding a second pass of brine, approximate cost of 12,000.00.
Albert stated if we do a second pass of brine we will get another grating with it.
Ed made a motion to do a second application of brine on all of the interior roads
seconded by Carrie. Albert will contact the county to notify them and find out
when the brine will be applied.
Nothing new to report.

Treasurer computer

Tammy stated the computer is working well so far.

Roads

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
No action indicated
No action indicated.

Albert will contact the county for
a more detailed plan.

Albert Yeah, David Yeah, Carrie
Yeah, Ed Yeah, Tammy Nay.
Motion carried.
Motion unanimously carried.
Continue to monitor.
1

Cemetery

David called MTA regarding the cemetery and the person he needs to talk to is on
vacation and he will follow up
Next meeting will be held on September 12, 2018

Adjourn at 19:50 pm
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September 12, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur
Mark Bye

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of August meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by Albert, seconded by David.
Financial reports for August were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve made
by David, seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by Albert,
seconded by David.
Joe reported one permit to Langenburg for a pole building. Joe talked to Mr.
Gracey regarding the house after he was given a citation to respond. Mr Gracey
thought it would be fine if the house was just smashed down. Joe explained that
this action would not adequately take care of the issue. Joe said he believes that
Mr. Gracey has made progress with the bank and this may solve the issue.
Albert reported that the planning commission is working on wind turbine zoning
regulations at this time.

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning

Planning Commission
Old Business:
Ditching

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried

Continue to monitor.
The planning commission will
continue to work on wind.

Mark Bye from the county road commission presented a price for ditching
Wheeler Road. The estimated cost is 10,500 and Austin Township would be
responsible for 2/3 of the cost. The county would talk to all of the land owners
and let them know what is planned and get permission to put the dirt in the farmers
fields. In the estimated cost there is dirt trucking for the lawn dirt at Kanaby’s.
Landowners are going to be responsible for the cost of the culverts. Ed asked how
deep the ditches will be and Mark stated deep enough to drain the road, probably a
foot to a foot and a half. The existing ditch will be moved as it is too close to the
road. The ditch will be back 33 feet from center. When they do the work, they
will take care of the shoulder also. The project will wait until the crops are all off.
1

Ed make a motion to have the county ditch Wheeler road. Seconded by Albert.
Roads

Audit
Treasurer computer
Cemetery

Election

Motion unanimously carried.

Ed reported that he talked with Albert when we were getting a lot of rain and they
informed the road commission to forget about the second pass of the brine. There
was discussion regarding Robinson road 1 mile east of 19 as it is bad. Ed made a
motion to gravel that mile and Albert seconded. Albert will reach out to Argyle to
see if they will pay a portion of the cost. We will hold on the brine. Albert to
contact Argyle to see if they will cost share Robinson road. If they decline we will
incur all of the cost.
Motion unanimously carried.
There were two process and procedure papers that the auditor wanted done and
Motion unanimously carried.
these were reviewed at the meeting.
Continue to monitor.
David called and talked with MTA and they gave some options regarding the
cemetery. First, we could try to purchase additional property. Second option is to
have a ground penetrating radar company come in and tell us if there is any empty
spots. David received proposals from two of three companies to perform ground
penetrating radar cost is approx. 3000 dollars and another one was 2350.00 dollars
and 3700 if you want a map. Next, if we found open areas then we have to
determine if anyone owns them. David said that MTA suggested calling one of the
funeral homes locally to see if they have info. Carrie stated she had done that
years ago when she first discovered that the board was responsible for the
cemetery. There is a third option. There are driveways and there is no regulation
that states there must be driveways and these areas could be used for burial plots.
David stated that he evaluated the cemetery this evening and there is a pathway
that may be able to be utilized for the two township residents that have requested
to be buried in the cemetery. Allowing this would require significant trimming to
some trees. There was discussion regarding how to proceed and the board agrees
that we took over the cemetery with nothing from our predecessors and we cannot
do that to someone else. Carrie suggested that we ask Evergreen to see if they
have any guidelines that we could use to create our own.
Carrie stated made a motion that for the November election the following people
will be working: Greg Franzel, Len Schumaker, Lisa Briolat, Angie McArthur,
April Osentoski with receiving board members being Len and Lisa. Seconded by
Ed Sadro.
Next meeting will be held on October 10, 2018

David will contact MTA and will
ask Evergreen for there policies
and procedures regarding the
cemetery to see what we can
draft.

Motion unanimously carried.
Adjourn at 20:10 pm
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Date:
Meeting:
Chair:
Secretary:
Attendees:
Absent:
Guests:
Excused:

October 10, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Minutes of September meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by Albert, seconded by David.
Financial reports for September were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve
made by David, seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by Albert,
seconded by David.
Joe reported Tim Osentoski wants to be part of the qualified forestry program and
questioned how the process works. This was discussed and the land owner needs
to contact the program themselves and work through the process. Joe spoke to Mr.
Gracey and he is going to work with Mr. Gracey regarding the property on a
personal level.
Nothing new to report.

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning

Planning Commission
Old Business:
Ditching
Roads

Audit
Cemetery

None of the board members have heard anything more from the county regarding
this.
Albert spoke to Argyle and they would like us to wait until next year to do
anything with Robinson road as they do not have any money allotted for gravel
patch. We will incur the cost for Robinson road and then bill Argyle next year
per their request.
Report was distributed and we will take it home and read it. We will discuss at
next meeting.
David reported that he has been unable to speak with MTA. He did hear from

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried

Joe will follow up with
Landowner re the forestry
program.
No action indicated.

Motion unanimously carried.

Motion unanimously carried.

Everyone to review the audit
report.
1

Election
Hall

Printer

another company regarding the ground penetrating radar and they stated due to the
soil they don’t think their equipment will work. David will continue to seek
information and report at next meeting.
Carrie made a motion to permanently lock the internet port on the election
equipment with lock number 40080. Seconded by Ed.
We need propane to be filled and Albert will call for a fill. Ed stated that we have
siding missing and Roger Osentoski worked on the hall before so Albert will call
him to come out and take care of the issue. Motion for both made by Ed,
seconded by Albert.
Carrie requested a printer for her house David made motion to support and Albert
seconded. The cost is to be under 250.00.
Next meeting will be held on November 14, 2018

David will work on obtaining
more information.
Motion unanimously carried.

Motion unanimously carried.
Motion unanimously carried.
Adjourn at 19:40
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Meeting:
Chair:
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November 14, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Ed Sadro, , Albert Lemke Jr. (by phone), David McArthur
Tammy Morell

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Ed

Minutes

Planning Commission

Minutes of October meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by David, seconded by Ed.
Financial reports for October were presented by Joe for Tammy. Motion to
approve made Carrie, seconded by David.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by David,
seconded by Ed.
Joe reported two permits, one to Solon and one to Dave and Jane Sadro.
Regarding the Don Gracey property, Joe stated that they are making progress. Joe
stated that since the Marijuana legislation passed, he has been approached
regarding businesses for Marijuana in the township. David stated that the
planning commission in other townships have put ordinances in place to prohibit
businesses in their townships. Ed asked if the planning commission could address
this at their next meeting. Ed made a motion that there is a moratorium on the
establishment of a marijuana business to grow or sell in Austin Township until we
can consult with our attorney.
Next meeting is the first Wednesday of next month.

Old Business:
Ditching

Nothing new to report.

Continue to monitor.

Roads

Gravel was placed on Robinson road about three weeks ago.

Continue to monitor.

Audit

Everyone needs to review the audit for next meeting

All to review the audit.

Cemetery

Ed reported that his wife googled the Cemetery and it showed a map of the graves
that are in there. Ed reported that he thinks there is room for graves on the

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried

Ed will email Walt and ask if we
can put zoning in place to
prohibit a business in the
township.
Will need to work on marijuana
zoning with guidance from Walt.

1

Hall

Western edge. Lori googled the cemetery and found a map. Copies of what Lori
found were distributed
Albert will contact Osentoski regarding the siding.

Printer

Carrie will look for a printer

December Board of Review

Ed will hold a review for Mike McIntosh to get his veterans exemption for 2018.
Ed made a motion to have this meeting on the 12th with our regular board meeting
at 7 p.m. Carrie seconded the motion.
Ed stated they want to do another audit for the liability insurance and he spoke
with McVey and they will accept our most recent audit.

McVey Insurance

Next meeting will be held on December 12, 2018 and we will do a small
Christmas party as we usually do.

David will see if they have
Evergreen has cemetery policies.
Albert to call regarding the
siding.
Continue to monitor.
Motion unanimously carried.

Carrie will drop a copy at the
McVey Insurance office across
from Spartan Store.
Adjourn at 20:05 p.m.

2

Date:
Meeting:
Chair:
Secretary:
Attendees:
Absent:
Guests:
Excused:

December 12, 2018
Austin Township Board Meeting
Carrie Franzel for Ed Sadro
Carrie Franzel
Tammy Morell, Albert Lemke Jr., David McArthur

Ed Sadro,

SUBJECT
Call to Order

DISCUSSION
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by Carrie.

Minutes

Minutes of November meeting were presented. Motion to approve the minutes as
written by Albert, David.
Financial reports for November were presented by Tammy. Motion to approve
made David, seconded by Albert.
The bills were presented. Motion to pay the bills as presented made by Albert,
seconded by David.
Joe reported that he is still waiting on Mr. Gracey. The property is in tax
foreclosure. No permits were issue since last meeting.
The planning commission worked on Turbine regulations. They did not hear from
the township attorney regarding the marijuana business.

Financial Report
Bills
Zoning
Planning Commission

ACTION
No action indicated.
Motion Unanimously Carried.
Motion Unanimously carried
Motion unanimously carried
No action indicated.
Continue to work on turbine and
marijuana legislation.

Old Business:
Roads

Albert reported that the county is working on Wheeler road.

No action indicated.

Audit

Tabled until next month when all members are here.

Review next month.

Cemetery

David has nothing more to report on the Cemetery. He received Brown city rules
and guidelines and will compare them and report next meeting.
Albert did not make contact with Osentoski, he will try to do that before next
meeting.
Carrie reported that the Gentner pit on Robinson is running quite a bit of traffic
down Robinson road and on Frieberger Road and Cass City Road. Albert reported
he talked to Argyle township and they said they approved building Robinson road
and thought that we had declined it, he is not sure what prevented them from
proceeding with building that road. We discussed what could be done to help the

Repair of siding
Gentner Pit

David will report next meeting.

Albert will talk to the county.
1

Pa 116 for Steve and Lisa
Briolat.

road to stand up to the traffic. Carrie asked Albert if he would talk to the county
and see what they say.
Carrie made a motion to approve as all the paperwork is back. Seconded by
David.
Adjourn at 7:30 p.m.

Motion Unanimously Carried.

Next meeting will be held on January 9th, 2018 7 pm.
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